
Thomas Paine (1737-1809), The Age of Reason (1795) 

“But though, speaking for myself, I thus admit the possibility of revelation, I totally 
disbelieve that the Almighty ever did communicate anything to humankind, by any mode of 
speech, in any language, or by any kind of vision, or appearance, or by any means which our 
senses are capable of receiving, otherwise than by the universal display of Himself in the 
works of the creation, and by that repugnance we feel in ourselves to bad actions, and the 
disposition to do good ones.” 

“Does not the creation, the universe we behold, preach to us the existence of an Almighty 
Power that governs and regulates the whole?. . . .  The creation is the Bible of the 
Deist. . .and all other Bibles and Testaments are to him forgeries.” 

“It has been the scheme of. . .all invented systems of religion, to hold humans in ignorance 
of the Creator, as it is of Governments to hold us in ignorance of our rights.” 

“The study of theology. . .is the study of nothing. . . .  Instead then of studying theology. . .it 
is necessary that we refer to the Bible of the Creation.” 

“The Bible of the Creation is inexhaustible in texts.  Every part of science, whether 
connected with the geometry of the universe, with the systems of animal and vegetable life, 
or with the properties of inanimate matter, is a text as well for devotion as for philosophy—
for gratitude as for human improvement.  It will perhaps be said, that if such a revolution in 
the system of religion takes place, every preacher ought to be a philosopher.  Most certainly; 
and every house of devotion a school of science.”  

*Paine had a great influence on his friend Thomas Jefferson, Frances Wright, Walt Whitman, John 
Burroughs, Robert Ingersoll, Thomas Edison and many others.  He is not, however, taught in seminary.


