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“John Muir will never be fully appreciated by those whose minds are filled with money-
getting and the sordid things of modern everyday life.  To such Muir is an enigma--a 
fanatic--visionary and impractical. . . .  That anyone should spend his whole life in 
ascertaining the fundamental truths in nature and glory in their discovery with a 
joy that would put to shame even the religious zealot is to many utterly 
incomprehensible.  That a man should brave the storms and thread the pathless 
wilderness. . .is a marvel that but few can understand.” (William E. Colby, Sierra Club 
Leader after Muir’s death)

“Men will search for beauty as scientists search for truth, knowing that while truth can 
make one free, it is beauty. . .that alone can give permanent happiness. . . .  The world 
will look back to the time we live in and remember the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness and bless the name of John Muir.  To some, beauty seems but an 
accident of creation: to Muir it was the very smile of God.  He sung the glory of nature 
like another Psalmist. . . .  The love of nature was his religion. . . .  California [did not 
fully appreciate] the service he did in trying to recall her to the gospel of 
beauty.”  (Robert Underwood Johnson, Editor of The Century Magazine)

“[Muir had] a deeply religious nature, but emancipated from formalism and tradition. . . .  
No zealous missionary ever went abroad to spread the gospel with his fervour in 
communicating a love of nature. . . .  Recluse and devotee of nature though he was, 
he could come out among men and with unflinching courage, untiring energy and rare 
practical sense, work to save his beloved trees and mountains from being despoiled. . .  
I am grateful to share in the consciousness that we are better and closer to the great 
primal things because we knew and loved him.”  (Charles Keeler, Academy of Sciences, 
Berkeley)

“I do not believe anyone else has ever lived with just the same sentiment toward trees 
and flowers and the works of nature in general as that which John Muir manifested in 
his life, his conversations and his writings.  I have never known anyone whose nature 
philosophy was more thoroughly theistic; at the same time he was a thorough-
going evolutionist. . . .  Certainly his chief characteristic was his intimate converse with 
nature and passionate love of its beauties; also I believe his marvellous insight into the 
creative powers of nature, closely interwoven with his deep religious sentiments and 
beliefs.”  (Henry Fairfield Osborn, Geologist and President of the American Museum of 
Natural History)

“That nature’s beauty had a deep and lasting influence on character was one of his 
most earnest beliefs.  No impassable gulf between things material and spiritual 
ever existed for him, and scientific study only served to deepen his natural reverence 
and faith.  Throughout his [books] rings his triumphant belief in the harmony and unity of 



our universe. . . .He is a very firm believer in Thoreau and starts by reading deeply of 
this author.”  (Marion Randall Parsons, Muir’s secretary)

“Few men whom I have known loved trees as deeply and intelligently as John Muir.  
The love of trees was born in him, I am sure.”  (Charles Sargent, Botanist, Harvard)

“Muir’s influence has been a strong factor in the development of our national parks and 
forests and in their utilisation as camping and recreation grounds, while to the people 
who could not go his writings have brought from the trees and mountains an 
inspiration and message of happiness.”  (C. Hart Merriam, Ornithologist, Yale and 
Harvard)

“Muir was very versatile, a man learned in more than one branch of science, 
particularly in botany and geology, pre-eminent in his specialty of glaciers, a naturalist, a 
poet who wrote no verse, a great prose writer, a wonderful conversationalist, a 
natural-born story-teller, a successful farmer and fruit-grower, and an inventor of 
considerable ability.”  (Samuel Merrill, Sierra Club, friend of Muir)

“A unique character--greater as a talker than as a writer--he loved personal combat and 
shone in it.  He hated writing and composed with difficulty, though his books have charm 
of style; but his talk came easily and showed him at his best.  I shall greatly miss him.”
(John Burroughs, Journals, Christmas, 1914)

*Most of these eulogies are from John Muir: His Life and Letters and Other Writings, 
edited by William Bade and published in 1924.  Most appeared in the Sierra Club 
Bulletin)


